Introduction to the Sh’ma (Shema)

| one accepts the T raditional and Messianic [ebraic Pcrspective that deep within the Sacred
Shabbat is cncapsulatcd the quintcssence of the relationship between G_D and |srael - between G_D
and humanity(;) .. thenit might be worth Pondcring the impo rtance and relevance of the foremost cited and
revered Hebraic prayer ... genera”g referred to as the “Shema/\/’ahavta” in as much that this prayer serves

as the quintessential Jewish Progession of faith and prayer life ... and as will be seen so very much more!

(1 Note:the undcrstanding OFS}’labba’c’s critical im portance to the faith and G_D’s Plan can be found within the book available at this website:

“Festivals O{ADO NA]”)

|t must be noted that the Shema is an aggregation of afew keg Scriptures found within the T anakh
... which include the “Shema/\/’ahavta” (Dcutcronomg 6:‘1~~9) The “\/‘l’xaga im shamoa” (Dcuteronomg
Pi:1 6—2]) ... and “Vayomcr” (Numbcrs 15:57—~‘H> rcspcctively. TI’]C Complcte prayer is Providcd below

herein!

Sh’ma - Dcutcronomg 6:4-9
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5/7’/773 Y/'sra@/ A alona/’E/o/zaynu Ac/ona/'ic/mc/.
f’!car, lsrael, the | o rdis our God, the | o rdis One.

ln an undertone:
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Baru,élll 5/76/77 kvod malkhuto folam va-ed
Blessecl be His Name and His g]orious ‘(ir\gclom forever and ever
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V~a/lavta et A dona/'[f/o/;cc/;a, b-chol /’vavc/m/ u-v-chol /73[’5/’7’(:/73/ u~v-chol m'odecha.
And you shall love the Lord gourGod with all your heart and with all yoursoul and with all your might.
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\/ﬂéaﬂu ha-dvarim /73~aﬂ/cﬁ/as/76r anochi m~tzav'icha /Jayom/ al Ivavecha.
And you shall have these words that l command you tocla9 shall bein your heart.
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b-shit'cha [7~vaﬂtccﬁa vv-lecht'cha [Da~a/crcc/7, u-v-shachb'cha u-v-kumecha.
And you shall teach them cliligcntlg to your cl’xi!drcn, and you shall speak of them

when you sit at home, and when you walk along the way, and when you lie down and when you rise up.
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U%’s/kartam fot al ﬂadcc/ka,, v~/73ﬂu [to ta[otéayn aﬂnccﬁa.
Anc{ you shall bind them as a sign onyour hancl, and they shall be forfrontlets between youreyes.
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[// —chtavtam al m'zuzot ba 4 techa u-vi-sharecha.
And you shall write them on the cloorposts oFgo urhouse and on yo urgates.

\/‘haya im shamoa -Dcutcronomy 11:1%-21
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\/ haga im shamoa tlsh‘mu el mitzvotai
asher anochim'tzaveh etchem ha»yo m, l-ahavah et Aclo nai ElohagchemJ
u-l-avdo b-chollvavchem u-v-chol nafshichem.
And it shall come to pass if you surelg listen to the commandments that | command you to&ag,
to love the Lord yourc{od, and to serve him with all your heart and all 9oursoul,
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\/~natat1 m'tar artzchem b-ito yyo reh u~man<osh;
v-asafta (J’ganecha, v-tirosh'cha v~5itz}1arecha.
that | will give rain to yo urland, the car]g and the late rains, that youmay gathcr in gourgrain,

yo urwine and your oil.

BYIY) TN TRANI TTYI T B
\/~natati aysev b-sadicha ]iJD’hem'tccha; v-achalta v-savata.
And ] will give grass in yo ur fields Foryo ur cattle and you will eat and you will be satisfied.
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Hishamru ]acl'lem pen gnc’ceh ]'vavc}nem
v-sartem va-avadtem elohim achagrlm, v-hishtachavitem lahem.

Beware, lest your heart be c{cccivcd, and you turn and serve othergods, and wo rship them.
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\/~chara11 af A&onal bac}wem v-atzar et ha- slﬂamaglm v~lo 51}136}1 matar,
v-ha-adama lo titayn et y'vulah;
va-avadtem m‘hayrah maga! ha-aretz ha-tovah asher Adonai notagn lachem.
And anger of the | ord will blaze against you, and he will lose the heavens and there will not be
rain, and the carth will not give you its Fu”nessj and you will Peris}w quick]g from the good land
that the | ord gives you.
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\/~sam‘tem et d‘varal agleh al ]‘vavchem v-al na]c‘sh chem
u-kshartem otaml-ot al 3edchem, v~ha5u ltotafot }:)agn agnagchem.
50 you shall Put thcsc, my worcls, on 3our}1€art and on 3oursoul; and you shall bind them for
signs on yo urhancls, and thcg shall be forfrontlets between youreyes.
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\/ imadtem otam et b’naychem l-daber bam
b-shivt'cha b~vagtec}1a, u-v-lecht'cha bader@ch} u-v-shachb'cha u-v-kumecha.
And you shall teach them to gourcl‘xilclren, and you shall speak of them when yousit in your

hOUSCJ and WhCI" 9OU wa”( on thc wag, and WhCﬂ HOU IIC dOWﬂ, and Wl‘lCﬂ 9OU rise UP.
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U~cl’1‘tavtam al m'zuzot baytccha u-~vi-sharecha.

Ancl you shall write them on the c{oorposts oxcgo urhouse and on yo urgates.
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| 'ma‘an 3irbu 3‘magchem vi~3‘mag v‘nagchem al ha-adamah asher nishba Adonai
]a~avota3chem latagt lahem l<i~3’ma3 ha—shamagim al ha-aretz.
]n orderto Pro]o ng your Aays and the dags omcgour children on the land that the Lorci Promisec{
yo urfathers that he would givc thcm, aslo ng as the clays that the heavens are over the earth.

\/agomcr ~ Numbcrs 15:3741
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\/ayo mer Ado nai el Mosheh ]agmor
And the Lo rd Spo ke to Moses, sagmg‘..
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Dabere] b‘nag Yisrae] v-amarta alaghem,
v-asu lahem tzitzit al can‘Fay vi~g‘cla9hcm l-do rotam,
v-natnu al tzitzit ha-canaf P’ti] t’chaglet.
SPeak to the children of Israel and say to them, they should make themselves tzitzit (Fringes) on the cormers
of their c]otl‘xing thro ugho ut thcirgeneratio ns, and give the tzitzit of each corner a thread of blue.
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\/J’nagah laclﬂe-m l~t;itzit, u~r‘i3tcm-oto u~;:‘d-1art<;m et kol mi’;zvo-t Aclo nai,
va~asi3tem otamv-lo taturu acharaﬂ l-vavchem
v~acharag agnagchem, asher atem zonim ac}-xaraychem.
And tl‘vey shall be tzitzit gorgou, and when you look at them you will remember all of the | ord's

commandments and do them and not follow alctergo ur heart and aFtergour eyes, which lead you astray.
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| 'ma-an tizk'ru v-asitem et kol mitzvotai, vi~}1'9i5tem k'doshim ]aglohagchem.
|norder to rememberand do all MH commandments, and be ho!y )CorgourGod.
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Am Aclo nal E]ohagchem asher hotLaytly etchem mayeretz Mi’czrayim,
ll~}'1'\(jot lahem laylohim. Ani Adonai E]oha\ljchem.
] am the Lorcl,gour God, who lead you from the land of Egypt
tobea god to you. ] am the | o rc{, your God. Al’xmein!

So what then is this « Shema” prayer all about and wlng is it so vi’ca”g impor‘tant to |sraclina [Jebraic

Pcrspcctive? To start let us look at Dcuteronom9 64-9 ... we should see how it begins with the critical
r‘icb raic word Shcma ... which means:

#B085 )’}_3\.:_) shama”~ {shaw-mah'}

a primitive root; TWOT — 2412, 2412a

v
1) to hear, listen to, obeywy
la) (Ral)
1al) to hear {perceive by ear)
l1aZ) to hear of or concerning
1a3) to hear (have power to hear)
l1a4) to hear with attention or interest, listen to
la3) to understand (language)
lat) to hear (of judicial cases)
1a7) to listen, give heed
laTa) to consent, agree
1a7b}) to grant regquest
1aB) to listen to, wyield to
1a8) to obey, be obedient
1b} (Niphal}
1b1) to be heard {of woice or sound)
1b2) to be heard of
1b3) to be regarded, be obeyed
1c) (Piel) to cause to hear, call to hear, summon
i1d) (Hiphil)
1d1l) to cause to hear, tell, proclaim, utter a sound
1d2) to =ound aloud {(mu=sical term)
1d3} to make proclamation, summon
1d4) to cau=e to be heard
n m
2) =sound

Tl’xe prayer thus starts out with an axiomatic mandate to listen up and take to your very dccipcst
inside human element the truth that lsrael’s G_'D is ADO NAI rﬂe stands alone above all else ... f'ic is

the very essence of all that is!

We see where this truth is notjust about mental affirmation ... the prayer represents a mandate to
take this very truth into the heart. Tai«i this truth and make it a way of life ... having this truth and having it

manifest at all times ... lﬁaving this truth and Passing it down Fait}"ncu”g from generation to generation having



this truth guide our very existence and Fina”g I'waving this truth Forma”g codified by mar‘(ing the house and

gates of our dwe”ingsl

What we see in the “Shema s essentia”g the core element of ]srae]’s Kir\gclom Cons’citution. What
we see is what essentia“g constitutes being a_Jewis allabout .. being a person that is in a relatio rxshiP with
the living G_D . a person that is 5ing]e~minéedly aligncd with G_D - a person that is a member of
Kingdom |srael. Hence we should gain insights into the c{ecplg intrinsic importance of what “Shema
Yisrael’ means to a faithful Jewish person ... to the faithful Jew there is no existence without Shema

Yisrael!

On a deeper and more complcx note Please be aware that within the Toral'\ there are two largcr~
Print letters in the first sentence (‘agin v and daleth ‘f) which, when co mbinccl, sPc“ iy (Pronounccd “ed”. |n
f’jeb rew this means "witness". The idea thus co nveyec{ is that through the recitation or Proclamation of the
Shema one is a livir\g witness testhcging to the truth of its message ... c]ear]y the undeﬂging imPortance of
this declaration from Mosl'\e (Moses) was well understood in the Hebraic culture! When this little Piece of
information is coupfcd with the fact that “the peo P!e” . “haAM? are most often communa”g referred to as
“haEDAH .. the witnesses”, we should begin to get a clearer Picturc of the Jewish mindset! Or at least

one can I’"IO PC as mUCI’"l!

" is to ]srael and understand whg a

So then ... we should recognize how imPortant the “Shema’
faithful Jew is expectécl to recite the prayer minima”g twice a d39 ... when you arise and when you lie down

to sleeP‘ We should see how the Shema can be rePresentative of the individual o#en’ng up the twice claily
“olah” (Ferpetual Daily Bumt Oﬁcering) to ADONAI‘ Simplg awonderful Picture is it not?

Moving along . the \/’haga im shamoa ~Deuteronom9 P1:1%-21 Portion of the prayer presents us
with a little bit of different dynamic in that the prayer now moves more towards a more

communa!/national/kingc{om Pcrspective and does so c]ear]y within the auspices of the E_verlasting
Covenant and the Promiscs made to Avraham, Yitzchak and Ya’acov (’che Fatlﬁcrs).

We see clear]y where there are continued b!essings associated with heart felt compliamce and
co nverselg we see where there are harsh Penalties if Kingclom ]srae] wavers in their faith. Consequent|9 this

po rtion of the prayer brings to mind the respo nsibilities associated with bcirxg the chosen peo Ple ]srae].

]t must be remembered that ]srae] was raised up bg ADONA] to serve Him as the mechanism for
restoration of rﬂis creation. ]srac] }33 clésign was intended to stand in the gap for the nations ... to be the
]ight to the nations and therefore manifest ADO NA]’S glo rious character upon the E_ar’ch‘ This po rtion
of the prayer calls into mind the responsibilitg of Nation lsrael!



T}we final major component of the prayer consists of the \/agomcr Numbers 15:37-41segment
wherein we see ADONA]’S great call to |srael ... “Be Ho]g for ADONA] is Holg” .. but ciearig
ADONA] does so while making ]srael understand that con{:orming to [is [Joliness is not so mething that
is innate to a fallen humanity .. even ]srael. [Herein we see ADONA] clear]g define the Propensi’cg of
fallen man and the need to be cons’cant]g reminded of this Propensitg.

Put there is more going on here as well. Within Vagomcr we must realize that the command to wear
tzitzit (Fﬁnges) on their c]othing is also a tangible means of seParation between the ways of this temPoral
world ... olam hazeh ... and the ways of ADONA]‘ ]n many respects the tzitzit represent the most visible
and tangib]e tcs’cimong of cithcrbcing with G_D ... orwith the world.

Co nclusion: As is often the case with the perso nal commentaries Proviclcc{ on these diverse matters
... the information Provic{cd is done so at a high level ... hoPeFullg dePicting some major Points worth noting.

Qyitc Franklg a comPrelnensive stu&g on chraic/Jewis}‘n prayer wo uld entail books.

Wl’lat is imPortant however is for the reader to gain an apprcciatiom for the imPortancc of this
« Shema” prayer from a Hebraic serspective. And please note as well that this importance remains critical
pray persp P P
and relevant for adherents of the essianic Jewish faith. [For the essianic believer the previous!
P Y
detailed Points of interest are even more imPortarxt in ]igl—\t of the co mp]etion of our faith within the g]o ry of

the onlg begottén Son Yeshua rﬂaMashiacH

There should be no doubts that Yeshua’s glorio us works were delivered within the ausPices of the
E_verlasting Covcnant. Tlnere should be no doubts that G_D remains alone above all else within a B’rit
(Chadasha framework. T here should be no doubts that “«Shema Yisrael” continues to represent the

fundamental manifestation of a true believers’ faith ... oratleast foramemberof Kingdom lsrael.

Shalom Aleichem F.R.Otouetos



